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Reviews and Notices 191 

que I'id^e a besoin du contr61e rigoureux des m^thodes, que le plus petit fait, le 
plus sec, le plus plat, une fois qu'il est bien constats, suffit k renverser la plus 
magnifique th^orie, et que, si elles ne satisfont pas & quelques exigences bien 
terre i, terre de la critique, les plus s^duisantes vues de I'esprit ne sont que des 
visions. 

Vous savez encore que I'histoire litt^raire, si elle n'^tait qu'un jeu d'idSes et 
un exercice de fantaisie, ne vaudrait vraiment pas la peine qu'on y prendrait: 
mieux vaudrait jouer au golf. ... Quiconque nous a donn6 le moyen de penser 
un peu plus vrai sur la plus petite des questions qui composent I'histoire lit- 
t^raire d'une nation, celui-1^, nous le croyons tous fermement, n'a pas perdu sa 
vie. ... C'est le savoir exact, c'est la critique m^thodique qui sfiparent ... les 
hypotheses f^condes des fantaisies aventureuses. 

Of the international character of the Association, Professor Lanson says: 
Vous n'avez pas voulu seulement grouper les travailleurs de votre pays, de 
votre Empire, vous avez convi6 les travailleurs de toutes les nations k s'lmir 
avec vous. Vous revenez ainsi k la belle conception de la R^publique universelle 
des lettres qui fut celle de I'humanit^ cultiv6e k la Renaissance. ... La science 
et la pens6e sont de tous les pays. 

If the Modern Humanities Research Association honestly labors for a 
republic of letters whose bounds are determined, not by national prejudice, 
but by the vast domain of humanistic culture, it will accomplish great 
things not only for scholarship but also for the cause of international amity. 
Any less comprehensive program falls short of real humanism.' 

T. P. Cross 
University of Chicago 



The Oeorgic. A Contribution to the Study of the Vergilian Type of 
Didactic Poetry. By Marie Loretto Lilly, Ph.D. Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins Press, 1919. "Hesperia. Supplementary 
Series: Studies in English Philology." No. 6. Pp. vii+175. 

Dr. Lilly's study of the georgic comprises certain chapters of a doctoral 
dissertation prepared under the direction of Professor Bright and Professor 
Mustard. As the author admits, her work is merely an introduction to the 
subject and omits many developments, particularly in Italian. Dr. Lilly 
also makes no effort to cover the fields of German and Spanish. In discuss- 
ing the documents treated she has unfortunately been unable to gain access 
to certain promising sources of information or knows such sources only at 
second hand. 

After indicating briefly the extent of previous critical investigations of 
the georgic, the author proceeds to a discussion of the history of the type, 

I The association is afiBIlated witli tlie Modem Language Association of America, and 
is represented in tliis country by Professor M. Blakemore Evans, Assistant Secretary for 
the United States, OWo State University, Columbus, OMo. 
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which she traces from the Works and Days of Hesiod to Francis Jammes' 
GSorgigues chritiennes. Chapter iii is devoted to an attempt to distinguish 
between the georgic and the pastoral as literary types. The essential 
difference seems to consist in the didactic and practical character of the 
former, but, as the author observes, the two kinds of poetry frequently 
influence each other. The georgic may either follow a definite plan and 
make more or less use of Vergilian conventions (e.g., Alamanni's CoUi- 
vazione) or show no regard for artistic form (e.g., Thomas Tusser's Five 
Hundred Pointes of Good Htishandrie) . Closely related to the georgic and 
subject to the same classification are treatises on deep-sea fishing (the 
halieutic), on hunting with hounds (the cynegetic), and on hawking and snar- 
ing of birds (the ixeutic). Dr. Lilly also includes compositions "in which 
the poet treats of rules giving practical instructions on any outdoor occupa- 
tion" (e.g., the nautical georgic) or practical art (e.g., John Gay's Receipt 
for Stewing Veal) . She finds georgic conventions even in poetry which merely 
emphasizes "the necessity of honest toil and the advantages of country life" 
(e.g., John Armstrong's Art of Preserving Health). Georgic features turn 
up also in burlesque poems, such as Gay's Trivia. Another group of poems 
examined by Dr. Lilly illustrate georgic themes or georgic features but are 
not marked primarily by the use of rules of practice (e.g., Bloomfield's 
Farmer's Boy and Akenside's Pleasures of the Imagination). 

Though the georgic as a genre cannot be disregarded, it appears seldom 
if ever to have attained great popularity in modern times. From the age 
of Vergil to the close of the fifteenth century Dr. Lilly finds scarcely more 
than a georgic a century. In the sixteenth century there are several new 
developments, especially in Italy; but in the seventeenth century the georgic 
almost disappears. In more recent times the form has flourished most 
during the eighteenth century, especially in England, whence the vogue 
seems to have been carried to the Continent with other features of the 
return to nature. 

In general Dr. Lilly's study furnishes a fair survey of the field. Her 
work is, moreover, unusually free from the tendency often encountered in 
ladies' dissertations to indulge in superlatives and to lean hard on the 
opinions of others. 

T. P. Ceoss 

University op CmcAoo 
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